Electron microscopy of degenerating axons and terminals in spinal trigeminal nucleus after tooth pulp extirpations.
Following multiple tooth pulp extirpations, electron microscopic preparations show degenerating axons and synaptic terminals in the same region of the brain stem trigeminal nucleus previously demonstrating degeneration by light-optical methods. The observations confirm the phenomenon of transganglionic degeneration in this system and identify the class of central nervous system axons and synapses specifically related to innervation of the teeth.